
BEFORE YOU DIG 

➢ The Big Three: Genre Conventions, Audience Consideration, Writer’s 

Purpose/Message 

Recognition of Craft & Rhetorical “Moves” (Read Like a Writer) 

 

➢ “Plot” motion:  Forward motion, Shift spots, Time-play (flash back or 

forward), Zoom In/Out, Full-circle Feel, Pacing 

➢ Organization: Lead strategy, Closing strategy, Specific use of 

details/support/evidence, Order of “info” (space, importance, chronology), 

Suspense-building 

➢ Repetition:  Words, Phrases/Thoughts, Ideas, Patterns/Series, Structural 

repetition (sections, stanzas, etc.) 

➢ “Show-not-tell”:  Visual Imagery/description, Figurative 

language/metaphor, Allusion & Analogy 

➢ Negative Space – What’s NOT there? 

➢ Word choice / Conventional choices:  Vocabulary choices, Punctuation 

choices, Special use – italics, bold, non-standard spelling, etc., Dialogue 

➢ Wordplay: rhyme, onomatopoeia, emphasis, alliteration, Hyphenated 

modifiers 

➢ Structural Choices:  Fragment / Run-On choices, Sentence length variation 

➢ Rhetorical appeals:  Ethos/credibility, Pathos/emotion, Logos/evidence 

➢ Other Moves:  Voice/personality, So What?/Focus, Discovery/Revelation, 

Humor 

 


