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GRANITE CITY SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL

3 November 2016
Dear Parents of English 7A students,
In English 7A / English 101 (SWIC Rhetoric & Composition I), we will be working on rhetorical analysis in the near future.  Rhetoric, to put it simply, is the use of language to achieve a purpose, and it is grounded in both history of rhetoric and composition theory.  Through rhetorical appeals of logos, ethos, and pathos, writers employ evidence, credibility, and emotional connection to help readers better understand their messages.  
As we study rhetoric in this manner, we will be looking at rhetoric in music – in particular in text-rich music genres, like rap and hip-hop.  To prepare for an in-depth look at how artists rehearse, draft, reread, and revise these works of writing, we will watch excerpts of Something from Nothing: The Art of Rap.
This landmark documentary, directed and produced by Ice-T in 2012, is a look at the origins of this American musical genre and the writing processes used by rap legends.  It examines writing craft, idea generation, and stylistic choices while providing a startlingly artistic background and videography.  Selected to be premiered at the 2012 Sundance Film Festival, it has received acclaim for its honesty and content delivery.

As you might surmise, studying rhetoric through rap is not without controversy.  Some offensive language is to be expected, and some racial themes are addressed. Because Something from Nothing is an indie film, it is not rated.
This letter serves as my assurance to you that this work of filmography and any music associated with the rhetorical analysis assignment is “appropriate” for a first-year college composition course (which this class is).  Students who are seventeen and eighteen years of age are capable of addressing language use in an academic setting with maturity, even when the word choice may be colorful.  Students are not expected to use (in writing or otherwise) any language that makes them uncomfortable.
Should you have any questions or concerns, please let me know.

Best regards,

Jennifer A. Connolly
Jennifer A. Connolly

GCHS English teacher

SWIC Dual Credit instructor

MA in English – Teaching of Writing SIUE
