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GRANITE CITY SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL

DUAL CREDIT ENGLISH Courses at GCHS
WHAT are they?  Classes students can take at the high school that earn BOTH high school credits and college credits that you can transfer to your school of choice.  
WHERE do I take them?  Here, at GCHS, during your normal school day.  Credit for our eligible English courses is currently available through SWIC.
WHO is eligible?  The courses we offer for dual credit in the English department are taken senior year.  For English 7A students need to be in accelerated (honors) English courses and qualify through SWIC’s screening process.  For English 8A students need to have taken the 7A course for dual credit and received a grade of C or better.  (The tentative course English 8 – Public Speaking will require qualification through SWIC’s screening process).
WHO teaches them?  Classes are taught by high school English teachers who are qualified, through a Master’s Degree program and a minimum number of hours in their subject field, to teach the college level course.  Currently for English 7A & 8A  - Jennifer Connolly and for English 8 Public Speaking – Amy McQuiggan.

WHEN can they be taken? Senior year.
HOW does a student enroll? For the high school credit, you sign up as a junior for the courses your senior year.  For SWIC credit, students must first qualify by testing (formerly COMPASS – this is changing next year and is TBA).  SWIC comes to each class section to register students for the college credit course.
HOW much do they cost? Dual Credit through SWIC is currently free to students – ZERO cost.
WHY take them? Honestly, if you qualify there is very little reason not to.  Earning college credit for the first year of college English (7A & 8A) or for public speaking (8 Public Speaking) while in high school (required almost everywhere you might attend) saves students time and money.  (Occasionally, students entering the military are discouraged from enrolling, and low scores in the classes will impact your college GPA including eligibility for some scholarships and financial aid.  This can be discussed on a case by case basis).
HOW does credit transfer? Credit transfers when the student requests a SWIC transcript to be sent to the school they will attend next (unless that school is SWIC where it is already on the student’s record).  State universities in both Illinois and Missouri accept SWIC transfer credit as do most community colleges and other institutions.  Consult admissions at the post-secondary institutions for particulars, as some elite institutions (Ivy Leagues) and private or trade schools might not accept the credit hours.
DUAL CREDIT COURSES – English Department

· ENGLISH 7A – EN 101 – Rhetoric and Composition I

· ENGLISH 8A – ENG 102 – Rhetoric and Composition II

· ENGLISH 8 PUBLIC SPEAKING – SPCH 151* – Fundamentals of Public Speaking
*(can be taken as ENG 8 or as an elective in addition to ENG 8A)
